UNIT: ENLIGHTENMENT, REVOLUTION AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSE
This unit will cover the European arena from the beginning of the eighteenth century until the Congress of Vienna in 1815.  All of the ideas about God, humanity,

science, politics, economics, and philosophy will come to a head in the entity of the French Revolution, but the scope is much wider than the events of the 1790s and affect every area of Western Europe.  It marks Europe’s entrance into the Modern period, and serves as the true line of demarcation into the global era from which our own times have been shaped.


In this unit, students will begin their acquaintance with secondary scholarly literature written by historians for historians.  The hope is to become familiar with the style and approach, and as odd as it may sound, learn how to read this very specific type of literature.  Expectations are not for mastery but for a beginning understanding of the form.

REQUIRED READING:

Textbook (any standard HS textbook will suffice)

PRIMARY SOURCES*:
 Declaration of the Rights of Man
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, from The Social Contract and Discourses, 1750
Edmund Burke, from Reflections on the Revolution in France, 1790
Secondary Sources:

George Rude, from The Crowd in History, 1964

Peter Gay, from The Enlightenment: An Interpretation, 1967

*AVAILABLE ON LINE/GOOGLE BOOKS

MAJOR GOALS FOR THIS UNIT:

1. Review ideas if Enlightenment and consider their practical application

2. Understand how the spread of ideas of the French Revolution were a source of both optimism and chaos

3. Learn about the change in bases of power within French Society

4. See Napoleon as a paradox of both innovation and repression 

5. Note how Napoleon was defeated and the nature of the order which restored Europe

ASSIGNMENTS

Section 1: Review ideas of Enlightenment

Identifications:

Hobbes

Locke

Social Contract

Philosophe


Voltaire
Natural Rights
Separation of Powers
Rousseau

Enlightened Despotism

Wollstonecraft
Montesquieu

Study Questions :

1. How did Locke and Hobbes differ with respect to their understanding of human nature?

2. How does each man’s vision translate to a form of government?

3. How did the philosophes expand on Locke’s views?

4. What is satire?  Is it an effective form of political criticism?

5. Which groups did not have access to or participate in developing the ideas of the Enlightenment?

6. Why did the King and the Church dislike Voltaire?

7. What is Rousseau’s view of civilization?  How had it hurt people?

8. According to Rousseau, what is the job of government?  

9. How did the ideas of the Enlightenment translate to the role of women?

10. How did ideas of the Enlightenment spread?

11. Were Enlightened despots truly enlightened?  

Section 2: Road to Revolution

Identifications:

Old Regime
Estate

Louis XVI 
Estates General

National Assembly

Tennis Court Oath

Guillotine
Robespierre
Declaration of the Rights of Man

San Culottes
Reign of Terror

Committee on Public Safety

Study Questions 

1. Describe France on the eve of Revolution?  Why has this system worked for centuries?  Why was it no 

longer effective? 

2. What was the third estate?  What division existed within this group?

3. What were the major factors that led to instability within France?

4. Why was it important that the National Assembly met?

5. How did the National Assembly try to incorporate ideas of the Enlightenment in the new government?

6. France was a large country and it was the era before modern transportation and communication.  How did this reality affect the first weeks of the revolution?

7. What changes did the National Assembly make in the Church?  Why was this important to the goals of the revolution?

8. How did different objectives begin to divide those who united to make the revolution?

9. How did problems France faced outside of its borders affect the development of the revolutionary agenda?

10. How did extreme groups gain control of the Revolution?  What was the impact of their rule?

11. What brought the Reign of Terror to an end?

Section 3: Napolean Takes Power

Identifications:


Napolean Bonaparte
Plebiscite
Napoleonic Code

Study Questions :

1. How did Napolean take power?

2. What important changes did he make?

3. Why did bringing order to France enable Napolean to realize the broader goals of the French Revolution?

4. What was Napolean’s relationship with the Church?  How did it both weaken and strengthen the Church’s position in France?

5. How did a strong base at home enable Napolean to expand France’s influence throughout Europe?

Section 4: Napolean Loses Power

Identifications:

Continental System

Waterloo
Balance of Power

Congress of Vienna


Metternich

Concert of Europe 

Study Questions from Class and Reading:

1. How did Napolean overextend himself?

2. How did he bring the means of his own downfall to other nations of Europe?

3. How did the European leaders restore order and punish France?

4. What changes could they not undo?????

WRITING ASSIGNMENT


In an effort to become more familiar with the secondary literature, students will read an approved book by an historian in any one of the following fields: The Enlightenment, The French Revolution, or The Napoleonic Era.   A partial list of suggested titles is attached, but students are welcome to suggest other titles and have them approved.


Students will then write a brief review of the books that they have read.  Book reviews of this genre usually consist of four sections:

1. A summary of the author’s thesis

2. A summary of the content of the book, or more accurately  how the author endeavors to prove his/her thesis.

3. An overview of the  book’s  strengths and weaknesses

4. The value of the work to the state of the literature in the field

I do not expect students to do number 4, and even your observations about number 3 will be limited, but you should try.  In place of number 4, I would like you to write 10 questions that would serve as the basis for a discussion of the book.  These questions should be based on the premise that everyone in the group has read the book.

A PARTIAL LIST OF TITLES FOR BOOK REVIEWS


The back of each chapter has books on these subjects.  In addition, the following are recommended:

Baker, Keith, ed.  The French Revolution and the Creation of Modern Political Culture.


Oxford, 1994. (several essays in a multi-volume work)

Blakemore, Steven.  Burke and the Fall of Language: The French Revolution as

 Linguistic Event.  Hanover, 1988.

Cobban, Alfred.  The Myth of the French Revolution.  London,   1955.

-------

The Social Interpretation of the French Revolution.  Cambridge,    1964.

*Furet, Francois.  Interpreting the French Revolution.  Cambridge, 1981.

Gay, Peter. The Englightenment: An Interpretation.  New York, Knopf, 1967.

Higonnet, Patrice.  Class, Ideology, and the Rights of Nobles during the French


Revolution.  Oxford, 1981.

--------

Goodness beyond Virtue: Jacobins during the French Revolution.  


Cambridge, 1998.

Hunt, Lynn.  Politics, Culture, and Class in the French Revolution.  Berkeley, 1984.

------
The Family Romance of the French Revolution.  Berkeley, U of C Press.  1992

Kaplow, Jeffrey, ed.  New Perspectives on the French Revolution.  New York, 1965.

*Lefebvre, George.  The Coming of the French Revolution.  Princeton, 1947.

--------

The Great Fear of 1789: Rural Panic in Revolutionary France.  

New York, 1973.

(this author has written a number of works on this topic; all are acceptable, many are written in French and translated)

Levy, Darlene Gay et al., eds.  Women in Revolutionary Paris, 1789-1895.  Urbana, 1979

Rude, George.  The Crowd in History.  New York, John Wiley, 1964.

-----
The Crowd in the French Revolution.  Oxford, 1959.

Tackett, Timothy.  Becoming a Revolutionary…..   Princeton, 1996.

------

Religion, Revolution and Culture in Eighteenth Century France.  


Princeton, 1986.

*In French, but translations exist
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