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LESSON 4: WHAT IS THE PRESIDENT’S JOB?


MIDDLE SCHOOL

Location: US


Time: 1789-Present



Grades: 6-8

Essential Question: What is the job of the President of the United States as part of the federal government?

Objectives: 
Students will identify the three branches of the federal government


Students will learn the concept of checks and balances in the federal government


Student will learn the specific responsibilities of the president of the United States
Common Core Standards

English Language Arts Standards: Reading: Informational Text

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

Grade 6: RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.

Craft and Structure

RI.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.

English Language Arts Standards: Social Studies; Grades 6-8: 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
Massachusetts Curriculum Standards:

US History 1: 
Revolution to Reconstruction

Historical and Intellectual Origins of the US during the Constitutional Era

Basic Framework of American Democracy and Concepts of Government
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The system of the federal government established in the Constitution has weathered many difficult times but the basic frame holds.  The three branches of government have done as the framers intended, kept each other in check and balanced the respective power of each.

Procedure
1. Discuss with students what the job of government is.  To prompt discussion, you might ask them what would happen if there were no rules.  While they might enjoy a lot of freedom, it would be hard to get anything done.  At the same time, one person in charge all the time wouldn’t be fair either.  Extend the conversation to a discussion about levels of government—local, state and federal.  Where would they go to get to the street in front of their house fixed?  Who should organize our defense or set the rules about immigration?  How about the rules for schools?  Let them know that there have been different answers for these questions over the course of our nation’s history.
2. In light of the upcoming election, ask if they know what the job of the President of the United States is.  Write their answers on the board.

3. Introduce the Constitution of the United States.  For younger students, explain it as the rule book for the country.  The Preamble is on the Student Sheet.  Read with the class and ask what it suggests about the job of the government.  Help them ‘unpack’ the underlined terms.

4. Provide students with the Job of the President Sheet.  Depending on the age of your students, either read them the sheet or have them read it independently or in small groups.

5. Have them complete Part I of the Student Sheet and discuss their responses.

6. Discuss that the president is only one part of the government.  What else does the country need to make sure things run smoothly? Ask the students if they know who else helps to run the country.  Write any responses on the board.

7. Provide the students with the Three Branches of Government Sheet.  Depending on the age of your students, either read them the sheet or have them read it independently or in small groups.

8. Have them complete Part II of the Student Sheet and discuss their responses.

9. Provide students with either Checks and Balances Diagram A or B and have them complete Part III of the Student Sheet.

Time Allocation

Student Sheet Part I: 20 minutes


Student Sheet Part II: 20 minutes


Student Sheet Part III: 15 minutes

Materials Needed
Three Branches of Government Sheet

The Job of the President Sheet

Checks and Balances Diagram A [also available at:


http://www.reasontofreedom.com/system/files/socialstudieshelp.gif]

Checks and Balances Diagram B 
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Assessment Criteria
Did the students identify the criteria for becoming president?

Did the students identify the primary responsibilities of the president?

Did the students articulate the concept of checks and balances?

Were the students able to place specific tasks under the jurisdiction of the one of the three branches of government?

Enrichment Activities
1. Have the students read Article II of the U.S. Constitution and generate a job description for the President.

2. You are hiring a president.  What would you put in the ad for this job?
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The opening lines of the US Constitution are: 

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

Part I: The Job of the President

The President of the United States is a big job.  Listen to your teacher as she reads or read The Job of the President Sheet to yourself and then answer the following questions:

1. What must someone do before he or she can become president?

2. What are the president’s responsibilities?

Part II: Three Branches of Government
Listen to your teacher as he or she reads or read The Three Branches of Government Sheet to yourself.  See how many of the following terms you can define.  

KEY TERMS

Ratify

Executive Branch

Congress


Checks and Balances

Justice

Legislative Branch

House of Representatives
Veto

Liberty

Judicial Branch

Senate

How does each branch keep the other from getting too strong?

Do you think one branch of government could get stronger than the other two?  How might this happen?  Would it be good or bad for the country if it did?

Do you think the writers accomplished their goals with the three branches of government they created?
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Part III: Checks and Balances Diagram A
Look at the Diagram and identify which branch of government (Executive, Legislative or Judicial) is responsible for the following:

1.
Remove judges from office

2. 
Veto bills

3. 
Nominate judges

4. 
Override veto

5. 
Declare a law unconstitutional

6.  
Controls the budget

7.  
Propose an amendment to the U.S. Constitution

8.  
Approves president’s nominations

9. 
Declare the president’s acts unconstitutional

10. Impeach the president

Part III: Checks and Balances Diagram B

Look at the Diagram and identify which branch of government (Executive, Legislative or Judicial) is responsible for the following:

1. 
Remove judges from office

2. 
Veto bills

3. 
Appoint judges

4. 
Override veto

5. 
Call special session of Congress

6. 
Control appropriations (spending)

7. 
Fail to enforce a court order

8. 
Declare a law unconstitutional

9. 
Grant a pardon or reprieve

10.
Set free a person being held by the FBI

11.
Propose an amendment to the U.S. Constitution

12.
Confirm appointments

13.
Ratify treaties

14.
Declare the president’s actions unconstitutional
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THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT SHEET
The basic rule book for our country is the United States Constitution.  The Constitution was written in 1787 and ratified (or approved) by the States.  The writers or framers of the Constitution had to make sure that this Constitution did many things, such as

1. Protect our freedoms

2. Make us safe

3. Collect money so that the government could do its job

4. Make sure the country would be fair to everyone

To accomplish these goals, the Constitution divides the government into three parts.  

The Legislative Branch

This section of the government makes the laws.  The legislative branch is called the Congress.  It has two parts.  One part is the Senate.  Every state sends two people to the Senate.  The other part of Congress is the House of Representatives.  Each state sends people to the House of Representatives.  The number of people a state gets to send depends on how many people live there.  A state with a lot of people, like California, gets to send 53 people to the House of Representatives.  A state with a small population, like Alaska, only sends one person to the House of Representatives.

The Executive Branch

An executive is someone who is in charge.  The President is the head of the Executive Branch.  The President can decide if the laws that Congress passes are OK.  He is the Commander in Chief of the Army.  He gets to pick judges.  We elect a president every four years.  So far we have had 43 presidents.  

The Judicial Branch

This part of the government is made up of the judges, people who decide if things are fair.  They get to decide if the President and the Congress are being fair to everyone.  They get to decide of the laws that Congress passes are OK.
Checks and Balances

When they wrote the Constitution, America had just won its independence, or freedom, from England.  England had a king and we did not want that in our new country.  At the same time, we need to make sure things were fair and orderly.  To do that, the Constitution made sure that each of the three branches of government would be able to check up on the other two branches.  The idea was to keep the three parts of our government balanced, no one part stronger than the other two.


JOB OF THE PRESIDENT SHEET

The job of the President is clearly written in the US Constitution.

In Article II, Section 1, it says that:
The President shall serve for four years.
He must be a natural born citizen of the United States.
He must be 35 years old.
He must have lived in the United States for 14 years.
He will get paid for doing this job but may not take money from anyone else during his term.
When he becomes President, he must recite the following:

I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States

In Article II, Section 2, it says that:
The President is the Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States.
He can get people out of trouble even if they have broken the law.
With the help of the Senate, and approval of 2/3 of the Senators, he can make treaties (written agreements) with other countries.
He can pick Ambassadors or representatives to other countries.
He can pick judges for the courts.
In Article II, Section 3, it says that:

The President must report to the Congress how the country is doing in a State of the Union message.
In Article II, Section 4, it says that:

The President can be removed from office if he is found guilty of treason, bribery or other crimes.  There will be a trial to see if he has broken the laws of the country.





DIAGRAM B
[image: image8.jpg]| === | Middle School










DIAGRAM A
[image: image2.png]‘Congress approves presidential

nominations and controls the budger.
It can pass laws over the president’s
veto and can impeach
the president and remove

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH  _him or her from offce. EXECUTIVE BRANCH
“The Congress —_— “The President
House o Representatves; Exeuiive offc of O presents
Senate. The president can veto ‘executive and cabinet depart-
D congressional ments; ndependent
EDCEIETTIT legislation.

JUDICIAL BRANCH
The Courts
Supreme Cout;
Courts of Appeal;
Distrct courts.




PAGE  
2
Created by the Norman B. Leventhal Map Center at the Boston Public Library, 2008

