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LESSON 4: WHAT IS THE PRESIDENT’S JOB?



HIGH SCHOOL

Location: US


Time: 1789-Present



Grades: 8-12

Essential Question: What is the job of the President of the US as part of the federal government?

Objectives: 
Students will identify the three branches of the federal government


Students will learn the concept of checks and balances in the federal government


Student will learn the specific responsibilities of the president of the United States

Common Core Standards

English Language Arts: Reading: Informational Text

Grades 9-10:

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RI.9-10.7. Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums determining which details are emphasized in each account.

RI.9-10.9. Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance including how they address related themes and concepts.

Grades 11-12:

RI.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.

RI.11-12.8. Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts

RI.11-12.9. Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. documents of historical and literary significance for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features.
English Language Arts Standards: History/Social Studies: 

Integration of knowledge and Ideas

Grades 6-8: RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
Grades 9-10: RH.9-10.9. Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary sources.

Grades 11-12: RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem.
Massachusetts Curriculum Standards:

US History 1: 
Revolution to Reconstruction


Historical and Intellectual Origins of the US during the Constitutional Era


Basic Framework of American Democracy and Concepts of Government
US History 2: 
1877-2001



The Power of the Executive Branch



Contemporary America
Government Elective
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The system of the federal government established in the Constitution has weathered many difficult times but the basic frame holds.  The three branches of government have done as the framers intended, kept each other in check and balanced the respective power of each.

Procedure
1. Discuss with students what the job of government is.  To prompt discussion, you might ask them what would happen if there were no rules.  While they might enjoy a lot of freedom, it would be hard to get anything done.  At the same time, one person in charge all the time wouldn’t be fair either. Also ask them to consider where they would go to solve certain problems, e.g. to fix a hole in their street, or what to teach in the schools, or how to fight a war or what to do about immigrants.  Why should some issues be handled at the local level, the state level and the national level?  Have these issues always been handled this way?  For example, immigration was a state issue until the Civil War when it was taken over by the Federal Government.  What do you think led to that change?
2. In light of the upcoming election, ask if they know what the job of the President of the United States is.  Write their answers on the board.

3. Introduce the Constitution of the United States.  The Preamble is on the Student Sheet.  Read with the class and ask what it suggests about the job of the government.  Help them ‘unpack’ the underlined terms.

4. Provide students with Article II of the US Constitution and have them work individually or in small groups to complete Part I of the Student Sheet and discuss their responses.

5. Discuss that the president is only one part of the government.  What else does the country need to make sure things run smoothly? Ask the students if they know who else helps to run the country.  Write any responses on the board.

6. Provide students with Checks and Balances Diagram B and have them complete Part II of the Student Sheet.  Discuss their results.

7. If time allows, have students complete Part III of the Student Sheet and discuss their responses.

Time Allocation

Student Sheet Part I: 30 minutes


Student Sheet Part II: 15 minutes

Student Sheet Part III: 15 minutes

Materials Needed
United States Constitution, Article II

Checks and Balances Diagram B 

Assessment Criteria
Did the students identify the criteria for becoming president?

Did the students identify the primary responsibilities of the president?

Did the students articulate the concept of checks and balances?

Were the students able to place specific tasks under the jurisdiction of the one of the three branches of government?
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Enrichment Activities
1. You are hiring a president.  What would you put in the ad for this job?
2. At various points in U.S. history the system of checks and balances has not worked as the framers intended and one branch of government became significantly more powerful than the other two.  Have students research all or any of these time periods:

Strong Executive: 
Andrew Jackson

Strong Judiciary:




John Marshall




Warren Court

Strong Legislative: Reconstruction to World War I
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The opening lines of the US Constitution are: 

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

Part I: The Job of the President

The President of the United States is a big job.  Read Article II of the United States Constitution and answer the following questions:

1. What must someone do before he or she can become president?

2. What are the president’s responsibilities?

3. What limitations are placed on the power of the president?

. 

Part II: Checks and Balances Diagram B

Look at Diagram B and identify which branch of government (Executive, Legislative or Judicial) is responsible for the following:

1. 
Remove judges from office

2. 
Veto Bills

3. 
Appoint Judges

4. 
Override Veto

5. 
Call special session of Congress

6. 
Control appropriations (spending)

7. 
Fail to enforce a court order

8. 
Declare a law unconstitutional

9. 
Grant a pardon or reprieve

10. See free a person being held by the FBI

11. Propose an amendment to the US Constitution
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12. Confirm Appointments

13. Ratify treaties

14. Declare the President’s Actions unconstitutional
Part III

Based on your understanding of the separation of powers/checks and balances, answer the following questions:

1. 
How does each branch keep the other from getting too strong?

2. 
Do you think one branch of government could get stronger than the other two?  How might this happen?  Would it be good or bad for the country if it did?

3. 
Do you think the writers accomplished their goals with the three branches of government they created?

United States Constitution, Article II                                                                           
The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows:

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector.

The Congress may determine the Time of choosing the Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States.

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation:--"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States."

Section. 2.
The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law: but 

the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next Session.

Section. 3.
He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States.

Section. 4.
The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.
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