South American Forum



High School
Location: South America

Time Period: Current Events

Grades: 8-12

Essential Question: 

What are the essential issues facing the nations of this crucial area of the world?

Objectives:

Students will devise solutions to the problems their nation and the region face.


Students will present proposals and advocate for the best interest of their nation.


Students will gain an appreciation of complexities of international relations in South America and the Western Hemisphere.

Curriculum Standards:

World History I: The World from the Fall of Rome through the Enlightenment
WH1.14 Identify the major effects of the European colonial period in South America 

World History II: The Rise of the Nation State to the Present

Industrial Revolution and Social and Political Change in Europe, 1800-1914

WH1II.11 Describe the causes of 19th century European Imperialism

Latin American History in the 19th and early 20th centuries


WHII.16 Major developments in Latin American History to the early 20th 

century

The Cold War, 1945-1989


WHII.38 Nationalist Movements in Latin America

Contemporary World, 1989-Present
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Teacher Sheet

Overview


South America is a continent of both great wealth and extreme poverty.  Despite abundant natural resources, most people struggle to meet their basic needs.  Large urban areas co-exist with vast stretches of uninhabitable space.  Long supported by the United States, some nations are beginning to reject the help and culturally superior attitude of their northern neighbor.  In this activity, students will simulate a regional forum where representatives from South American nations will try to solve their own and the region’s problems. 

COMPANION ACTIVITY TO South American NATION STUDY

Procedure 

1. Each student in the class will be assigned one of the following countries:
Colombia
Equador

Venezuela*
Guyana



Suriname
French Guiana

Brazil

Argentina



Chile

Paraguay

Uraguay

Peru

* Given the complexity of this country, you might want to assign a team of student to represent its interests.

2. Students will conduct extensive research and prepare proposals.

3. Students will engage in a simulation of a gathering of representatives from these African nations.  The teacher may play the role of Sudan in this simulation or you may assign the country to one of your students.

4. Each proposal will be debated and voted upon.

Variation on the Activity: Students may work in pairs or in small groups

Time Allocation:  Time out of class for preparation; 6-8 class periods for simulation.

Materials
 2005 Map of South America, http://maps.bpl.org/details_10020  

For information about countries, begin with


Country Report: www.countryreports.org
Information Please: www.infoplease.com

Library of Congress: lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs 


The World Factbook: www.odci.gov/cia/publications 

World Almanac For Kids: www.worldalmanacforkids.com/explore/nations.html

Assessment criteria

Did student convey an understanding of the problems and possible solutions his or her country faces?

Did project reflect complexity of forces that have shaped the nation’s current conditions?

Did student accurately portray nation’s relation to the other forces in the region and the world?
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Student Sheet

You will be learning about one of the South American countries in great depth.  Central to this project is understanding what will best serve the needs of your nation.

1. You will be assigned a country to study.

2. You will do background research and prepare four proposals for the regional gathering, South American Forum.  Each proposal must reflect the concerns of your nation and suggest a way to improve conditions for your people.  These proposals should focus on what other members of the South American Forum could do to either provide aid to or gain assistance from your nation.  One proposal should concern economic matters, the second political matters, and the third social matters.  The fourth proposal should be focused on strengthening South America in world affairs.

3. The proposals should be written down and include sufficient background material to explain your nation’s position to others in the Forum.

4. You will represent your nation and behave in the manner of its current leadership.  All votes must be consistent with the political and economic realities of your nation. 

5. You will be responsible for handing in your voting record at the end of the simulation.

To help begin your research, you may want to consult one of these websites:

Country Report: www.countryreports.org
Information Please: www.infoplease.com 

Library of Congress: lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs 


The World Factbook: www.odci.gov/cia/publications 

World Almanac For Kids: www.worldalmanacforkids.com/explore/nations.html

