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Who Gets To Vote

Location: US


Time Period: 1789-Present
 
   Grades: 3-5

Essential Question: How has the right to vote evolved over the course of the nation’s history?

Objectives:

Students will learn when different groups in America got the vote.

Students will construct a timeline to identify when each group got the vote.
Students will understand property qualifications as a criterion for voting.
Curriculum Standards:

Common Core 

Grades 3, 4 and 5: English/Language Arts

Reading Informational Text: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RI.3.7. Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).

RI.4.7. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

RI.3.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

RI.4.10. and RI.5.10. 

By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

National Geography Standards

Standard 1: How to Use Maps and Other Geographic Representations, Tools, and Technologies to Acquire, Process, and Report Information From a Spatial Perspective

Standard 17: How to Apply Geography to Interpret the Past

Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks

Grade 2: 
US History and Government

American Citizenship




Political Principles




Explain Information in Historical Timelines




Read Maps and follow narrative accounts using them

Grade 5: 
US History, Geography, Economics and Government 



Democratic Institutions and Ideas




Responsibilities and Powers associated with federal officials
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Voting is both a right and a privilege in the United States.  Who gets to vote has been one of the most important parts of our nation’s story.  Originally, only white men who owned property were allowed to vote.  The struggle to include everyone else has reflected the best and worst of our history.

Procedure:
1. Ask students what it means to vote.  Prompt responses that include making choices, expressing an opinion.  Extend the discussion to voting for a president and encourage them to see how voting is a way to influence their society. 

2. Write the words RIGHT and RESPONSIBILITY on the board.  Ask the students to define each word.  Try to prompt responses that include “I have the right to say what I want as long as it doesn’t hurt someone else” or “I have a responsibility to help others”.  A RIGHT is something you want the freedom to do.  A RESPONSIBILITY is something you must do. Help them to see that being a good member of a society means having certain rights and responsibilities. 

3. Tell class that even though Americans have been voting since 1789, not every one got to vote.  Ask them what might have prevented some people from voting.  

4. Give class Student Sheet and have them complete Part I independently or in small groups. Discuss their results.

5. Explain what property is.  When the Constitution was first written, only people with property were allowed to vote.  Ask the students why that might have been the case.  Look for answers that focus on being able to trust who was voting, being afraid of how some people might vote.   Show the students the following 3 maps:

Property Qualifications for Suffrage, 1775

Property Qualifications for Suffrage, 1800

Property Qualifications for Suffrage, 1830

Explain that Suffrage means voting.  Have them complete Part II of the Student Sheet independently or in small groups.  Discuss their results.

Time Allocation: 20 minutes

Materials Needed:
Property Qualifications for Suffrage Map, 1775
Property Qualifications for Suffrage Map, 1800 

Property Qualifications for Suffrage Map, 1830 

Assessment Criteria:
Did the students learn when different groups in America got the vote?


Did the students construct a timeline to identify when each group got the vote?


Did the students understand property qualifications as a criterion for voting?
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Enrichment Activities:
1. States determine voter eligibility.  Have the students see what the requirements are in their state to vote.  Voter eligibility is usually under the state Secretary of State.  This information is on the state’s website.  
2. Have students read the actual text of the 15th, 19th and 26th Amendments.  What is actually guaranteed?  What opportunities still existed to deny people the vote?
3. The 24th Amendment was ratified (passed) in 1964.  Have students read the Amendment and brainstorm about why it was necessary to make this the law of the land.

Amendment 24:
1. 
The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other election for President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any State by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

2. 
The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
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Voting is about making choices.  Americans have been voting in Presidential elections since 1789.  But everyone has not always been allowed to vote.  The rules for voting are listed in the United States Constitution.

Part I  

1789: The Constitution becomes the rule book for America.

1870: The States add the 15th Amendment to the Constitution.  It says that you can’t stop someone from voting because of their race.

1920: The States add the 19th Amendment to the Constitution.  It says that you can’t stop someone from voting because of their gender.

1971: The States add the 26th Amendment to the Constitution.  It says that you can’t stop someone over 18 from voting.

1. 
Construct a timeline of voting based on this information.

2. 
The language in all three Amendments says that you can’t stop (prevent) someone from voting because of their race, gender or age.  Might there be some other way to stop someone from voting even with these new rules in place?

Part II

Look at the three Property Qualification maps that your teacher gives you and answer the following questions:

1. What do the yellow states represent?  The blue states?  The green states?

2. A  ‘T’ on a state means that even if you do not own property, you can still vote if you pay money called a POLL TAX .  Do you think that let more people vote?  Did it let all people vote?  Who still was not allowed to vote in those states?

3. Do the voting rules seem fair to you?  Why or why not?
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