DARFUR LESSON 2: DARFUR’S NEIGHBORHOOD

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Location: Africa

Time Period: Current Events

Grades: 4-8

Essential Question: 

What are the geographic features of the surrounding area of this important current 


events topic?

Objectives:

Read a contemporary map

Label geographic features and political divisions on an outline map

Learn about the location of an important current event.

Curriculum Standards:

Grade 4: North American Geography

History and Geography: Map and Globe Skills

Grade 5: United States History: Geography, Economics and Government
History and Geography: Map and Globe Skills

   Comparing and Distinguishing Maps
Grade 6: World Geography


Concepts and Skills: 

History and Geography: Reading and Interpreting Maps


Learning Standards: Africa
Darfur Lesson 2: Middle School




Teacher Sheet
OVERVIEW

Everyone hears a great deal about Darfur.  This primary activity will help students place Darfur within the context of Africa and identify major political divisions in the area.  They will locate other important geographic features such as bodies of water, deserts and mountains.

PROCEDURE
1. Begin a discussion with the students about the role of a neighborhood in an individual or a family’s life.  Have them think about their neighbors at home or at school and ask when does a neighbor help?  Can they think of a time when a neighbor has made life more difficult for them?

2. Shift the discussion to countries and explore the notion that countries have neighbors too.  Ask when a neighboring country might help or hurt another country.

3.  Look at a world map, http://maps.bpl.org/details_M8721/?dl_pp=2&mtid=394  Have them select any country they have heard about in the news, such as Iraq, Sudan, Israel, China.  Locate the country.  Identify the countries that surround it.  

4. Briefly discuss (or introduce) the situation in Darfur.  Provide them with the Student Sheet, Outline Map and Africa Map.  Have them complete work independently or in small groups.

5. Discuss their results
TIME ALLOCATION
20-30 minutes
MATERIALS NEEDED
World Map, http://maps.bpl.org/details_M8721/?dl_pp=2&mtid=394
Map of Africa: http://maps.bpl.org/details_M0612016/
Outline map at Enchanted Learning: http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/continents/Africa/labelcountries/label.shtml
Different Colored Pencils

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

1. Did the student read the contemporary map accurately?

2. Did the students label the geographic features and political divisions on the 


outline map?

3. Did the students begin to consider the wider geographic region of an important    

      current event?

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES
1. Compare to the contemporary map to an older map of Africa, http://maps.bpl.org/details_12336/?mtid=294
What differences do they see?  Can they find Darfur on this map?  Compare the boundary lines on the current map with the historic map.  Ask what might have led to this type of boundaries?  If they want to do research, direct them towards resources on the 1884 Conference of Berlin where the modern map of Africa was drawn, http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0807197.html
2. Have the students draw in the political boundaries of the African countries using this map: http://www.enchantedlearning.com/geography/africa/outlinemap/index.shtml
3. Have students look at the map that identifies ethnic and linguistic groups of Africa, http://maps.bpl.org/details_M0612014/
Ask them to consider what happens when a group is divided into more than one 

country.  Ask them to consider when happens when one country is made up of 

several groups.

4. Explore the impact that World War One had on Africa and Sudan.  Use the following map, http://maps.bpl.org/details_M0612013/?dl_pp=1&mtid=294
Have students use their textbook or a site such as InfoPlease to see how the map shows the political changes that resulted from this global conflict, particularly the Mandate System over the former German colonies, http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0831495.html
5. Identify those countries that border Darfur.  Have students research current events in one of those countries to see how the crisis in Darfur has become a regional concern.

6. For advanced students, have them complete Darfur High School Lessons 1 and 2 African Nation Study and African Forum.
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Student Sheet
OVERVIEW

Darfur is located in the country of Sudan in Africa.  Many people are suffering in Darfur.  Please look at the two maps that your teacher gives you and complete the assignment below.

ASSIGNMENT

1. Please locate and place the following on your map:

Countries:
Ethiopia

Somalia

Kenya

Egypt



Libya


Chad


Central African Republic



Uganda

Congo


Niger

Nigeria



Rwanda

Tanzania

Burundi
Algeria



Morocco

Mali


Senegal
Liberia



Burkina Faso

Ghana


Togo

Benin



Eritrea


Mauritania

Guinea

Ivory Coast



Sierra Leone

Gabon


Zambia
Angola



Mozambique
Namibia

South Africa
Zimbabwe


Bodies of Water: 
Mediterranean Sea     
Red Sea

Nile River


Major Deserts:
 Sahara

Kalahari

Nubian

Libyan


2. Which countries have the most contact with Sudan?  With Darfur?

3.  Sudan is close to two bodies of water.  Identify them.  
     Why is it important to be near bodies of water?
Is Darfur close to these two bodies of water?  

What impact might this distance have on Darfur?
4. Look at the desert regions near Darfur.  What impact might this have on events in Darfur?  How might things get worse during a time of drought?
