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THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE





HIGH SCHOOL
Location: US


Time Period: 1789-Present
 
  
 Grades: 8-12

Essential Question: What is the Electoral College and how does the United States elect its president?

Objectives:

Students will use groups in their own lives as a model to understand the system of states and electoral votes

Students will identify the components of the Electoral College

Students will identify those historic circumstances when the Electoral College failed to produce clear results

Students will understand the changing status of individual states within the larger political landscape

Common Core Standards

English Language Arts: History/Social Studies: Grades 6-8

Key Ideas and Details:

RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:

RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.

RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
English Language Arts: History/Social Studies: Grades 9-12
RH.9-10.7. Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative analysis in print or digital text.

RH.9-10.9. Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary sources.
RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem.

RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources.

Massachusetts Curriculum Standards:

US History 1:
Revolution through Reconstruction




Concepts: Origins of Sectionalism

Formation and Framework of American Democracy and Concepts of Government 

Political Democratization, 1790-1860

Civil War and Reconstruction

US History 2: 1877-2001




Contemporary America




Continuing Sectionalism

Government elective
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America elects its president in a complicated way.  Some parts make sense while others are quite confusing.  But there is a strict set of rules to follow.  One can question the wisdom of this 18th century system that dictates to voters in the 21st century. The framers considered voting a privilege and an obligation and ensured that the people would have to work hard for this opportunity to participate in a republican form of government. In this lesson, students will explore how they make choices in their own lives as a way to understand this part of our political process.
Procedure:

1. Discuss with students what it means to vote.  Ask them the different ways that groups can make a choice.  
Have them consider the choices they make as part of a SINGLE GROUP.  Generate examples from their own lives—when do they make decisions as a group—what movie to see with their friends, what to order on a pizza, how to spend time as a family.  What would it be like if only a few members of the group were allowed to make the choice?  Provide examples.  Feel free to make it arbitrary.  Allow just the students wearing blue shirts, or sneakers or those with brown eyes to get to ‘vote’. Would that seem fair?  Why or why not?
There are two elements

a) Equal Say—everyone in the group gets an equal say in the decision.  Generate examples from the groups in their lives—if they are on a team, part of a club, how to donate money raised at a bake sale.  The goal here is a model of democracy where everyone has an equal voice

b) Unequal Say—every one in the group does not get an equal say in the decision.  There are two subsets—the sensible and the arbitrary

1) the captain of a boat doesn’t take a vote—he decides where to go—he knows more, or the parents in a family—or a teacher in the classroom—some times choices, even unpopular ones, are in everyone’s best interest, or there isn’t enough time to get everyone’s opinion, or if only part of the group will be affected by something, say three members of the family are allergic to cats, should the family get a cat?

2) when it just isn’t fair and play this up—just let the boys in the family decide what to have for dinner, or the people wearing blue shirts on whether or not to have homework—you want to lay the foundation because of our nation’s voting history when entire groups were excluded.  

 2.   Now ask them to consider what might happen if SEVERAL GROUPS have to make a decision together.  Have them complete Part I of the Student Sheet.  They may work individually or in small groups. As you discuss their responses, you are ready to bring up the concept of VOTING and ELECTIONS formally. Have them consider different models for electing the president of their school:

A. School wide majority

B. Each grade votes and gets to cast a single vote as a grade

C. Each grade votes and the number of votes it gets to cast is based on how many students are in the grade
Have students consider the benefits of each of these choices.  What is good about each one?  What is bad about each one?

3. 
Have students consider the benefits of each of these choices.  What is good about 


each one?  What is bad about each one?
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4. 
The United States uses Option C to elect its president.  To explain this, give students the Electoral College Overview (HS).  Have them complete Part II of the Student Sheet.  They may work individually or in small groups.  Discuss their results.

5 Give students the Presidential election maps from 1800, 1900 and 2000 and have them complete Part III of the Student Sheet.  Discuss their results.

6. 
Let students know that the Electoral College is not perfect.  Ask them what possible problems might occur.  Prompt them to see two problems:

A. No candidate gets a majority of the electoral votes

B. There is a problem reporting the results

           
Show the class the following Presidential Election maps: 


1800, 1824, 1876 and 2000

Have them complete Part IV on the Student Sheet.

Time Allocation: 

Preliminary Discussion: 10-15 minutes
Part I: 15-20 minutes

Part III: 15-20 minutes in class one evening’s homework



Part IV 15-20 minutes plus time to do independent research

Materials Needed:

Electoral College Overview Sheet, included in Supporting Materials below
Presidential Election Maps: 1800, 1824, 1876, 1900 and 2000, included below and also at
1800: http://maps.bpl.org/details_12388
1824: http://maps.bpl.org/details_12394
1876: http://maps.bpl.org/details_12407
1900: http://maps.bpl.org/details_12413
2000: http://www.nationalatlas.gov/asp/popups.asp?imgFile=../printable/images/preview/elections/elect14.gif&imgw=588&imgh=450
National Atlas Wall Map of Presidential Election, 1789-2000

Access to website:   http://www.270towin.com/states/
Assessment Criteria

Did the students identify those instances when the Electoral College failed to produce clear results?

Did the students present the changing status of individual states within the larger political landscape?

Did the students identify the components of the Electoral College?

Enrichment Activities

1.  
Do the math.  Have the students look at the numbers on the State Population and Electoral Vote Chart.  A candidate only has to win a state by one vote in the popular vote to get all of its electoral votes.  What are the possible outcomes that could have a candidate lose the popular vote but win the electoral vote.
2. 
Simulate election results. This web activity allows students to try out different possible election outcomes: http://www.270towin.com/simulation/

The process of selecting a president in the United States is very complicated.  The men who wrote the Constitution believed it was a privilege to vote and participate in our form of government.  They intentionally included several steps in the process, using the Electoral College as the framework for electing the president.

Part I
These are the number of students at the Red, White and Blue School:

Kindergarten-75 Students

Grade 1-100 students

Grade 2 50 students

Grade 3 200 student

Grade 4-100 students

Grade 5-25 students

Each class at Red, White and Blue (R,W & B) has 25 students.

Answer the following questions.  Be sure to be able to explain your answer

1. What are two different ways the students could elect a president of the R,W & B school?

 2. How could the students of these students form a school government?  Be sure to answer:


How many people should each grade send to student government?


How should each grade decide whom to send?

3. Suppose the school was giving out pencils to its students—should each grade get the number of pencils—why or why not?

4. The school is choosing a new flag.  How might an election for that choice be set up?

5. Grade 3 holds a bake sale and raises $60.  Should all of the students in the school decide how to spend the money? Why or why not?

6. One of the classrooms in Grade 4 has a flood and it will take 200 hours to clean it up.  Who should spend the time cleaning up the classroom? Would your answer change if those students had to use the gym for class until their room was clean and all gym classes were canceled until the classroom was cleaned?

7. The school’s budget for field trips is $5000.  It costs $2.00 per student to take a field trip.  How would you give out the money for field trips—by grade, by class, by scores on a test?  What would be the most fair? If everyone goes on one field trip, 

what would you do with the extra money?


Part II
Read the Electoral College Overview and respond to the following questions:
1. Is the Electoral College a place?  What do we use it for?

2. What is the popular vote?

3. What is the connection between the popular vote in a state and that state’s electoral vote?

4. What guidelines must the electors follow?

5. Why did the men who wrote the Constitution think that the Electoral College was a good way to elect the president?  Is it still a good system?  What changes would you make to it?
6. How is the Electoral College like the Red, White and Blue school?  How is it different?

Part III
The Electoral College has changed over time.  Look at the Election Result Maps from 1800, 1900 and 2000 and answer the following questions.

1. How had the total number of electoral votes changed?  What is the reason for these changes?

2. Which states gained the most over time?  Which lost the most over time?  What explains these shifts?

3. 
Individual states changed in two ways.  Their relative influence increased or decreased and their voting may have changed.  Select one state from the following website and present an overview of the state’s voting history and influence.  Information can be found at http://www.270towin.com/states/
Part IV
1.
According to the maps, what was the problem in 1800 and 1824?  What were possible ways to solve this problem?  Do some research outside of class to find out what happened in those two elections.

2. 
In 1876 and 2000, one state had trouble counting its votes.  What was the state?  What were possible ways to solve the problem?  Do some research outside of class to find out what happened in those two elections.


ELECTORAL COLLEGE OVERVIEW, HIGH
[overview compiled from information at the National Archives website]

What is the Electoral College? 
The Electoral College, administered by the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), is not a place, it is a process that began as part of the original design of the U.S. Constitution. The Electoral College was established by the founding fathers as a compromise between election of the president by Congress and election by popular vote. The people of the United States vote for the electors who then vote for the President
How did the terms "Elector" and "Electoral College" come into usage?
The term "electoral college" does not appear in the Constitution. Article II of the Constitution and the 12th Amendment refer to "electors," but not to the "electoral college." In the Federalist Papers (No. 68), Alexander Hamilton refers to the process of selecting the Executive, and refers to "the people of each State (who) shall choose a number of persons as electors," but he does not use the term "electoral college." 

The founders appropriated the concept of electors from the Holy Roman Empire (962 - 1806). An elector was one of a number of princes of the various German states within the Holy Roman Empire who had a right to participate in the election of the German king (who generally was crowned as emperor). The term "college" (from the Latin collegium), refers to a body of persons that act as a unit, as in the college of cardinals who advise the Pope and vote in papal elections. In the early 1800's, the term "electoral college" came into general usage as the unofficial designation for the group of citizens selected to cast votes for President and Vice President. It was first written into Federal law in 1845, and today the term appears in 3 U.S.C. section 4, in the section heading and in the text as "college of electors." 
Who selects the Electors?
The process for selecting electors varies throughout the United States. Generally, the political parties nominate electors at their State party conventions or by a vote of the party's central committee in each State. Electors are often selected to recognize their service and dedication to their political party. They may be State elected officials, party leaders, or persons who have a personal or political affiliation with the Presidential candidate. Then the voters in each State choose the electors on the day of the general election. The electors' names may or may not appear on the ballot below the name of the candidates running for President, depending on the procedure in each State. 

What are the qualifications to be an elector?
U.S. Constitution contains very few provisions relating to the qualifications of electors. Article II, section 1, clause 2 provides that no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. As a historical matter, the 14th Amendment provides that State officials who have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the United States or given aid and comfort to its enemies are disqualified from serving as electors. This prohibition relates to the post-Civil War era.

A State's certification of electors on its Certificates of Ascertainment is generally sufficient to establish the qualifications of electors.
Must electors vote for the candidate who won their State's popular vote?
There is no Constitutional provision or Federal law that requires electors to vote according to the results of the popular vote in their States. Some States, however, require electors to cast their votes according to the popular vote. These pledges fall into two categories -- electors bound by 
State law and those bound by pledges to political parties. 

Which States bind electors to popular vote results? Refer to Electors Bound by State Law and Pledges to find out. 
The Supreme Court has held that the Constitution does not require that electors be completely free to act as they choose and therefore, political parties may extract pledges from electors to vote for the parties' nominees. Some State laws provide that so-called "faithless electors" may be subject to fines or may be disqualified for casting an invalid vote and be replaced by a substitute elector. The Supreme Court has not specifically ruled on the question of whether pledges and penalties for failure to vote as pledged may be enforced under the Constitution. No elector has ever been prosecuted for failing to vote as pledged. 

Today, it is rare for electors to disregard the popular vote by casting their electoral vote for someone other than their party's candidate. Electors generally hold a leadership position in their party or were chosen to recognize years of loyal service to the party. Throughout our history as a nation, more than 99 percent of electors have voted as pledged.
 
2000 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION RESULTS
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