LEARN ABOUT IRAQ

ELEMENTARY

Location: Iraq

Time Period: Current Event 
   Grades: K-2
Essential Question: 

What are the geographic features of this crucial place in current events?

Objectives:

Read a contemporary map

Label geographic features on an outline map

Learn about the geography of Iraq and the impact of the physical features on movement and communication

Curriculum Standards:

Grade 1: True Stories and Folk Stories from America and Around the World


History and Geography: Map Skills

Grade 2: E Pluribus Unum: From Many, One


History and Geography: Map and Globe Skills
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Teacher Sheet

OVERVIEW

Everyone hears a great deal about Iraq, located in the Middle East.  This primary activity will show students the major cities, ports, and regions of the country.  They will also locate other important geographical features and begin to reflect upon the impact of geography on the history and current situation of this very complicated region.

PROCEDURE

1. Discuss the current situation in Iraq.  See what, if anything, the students know about the problems that have existed there since 2003.  Depending on your students’ interest and knowledge, it may be enough to say that America fought a war there from 2003.

2. For background information, you may want to read http://maps.bpl.org/iraq

3. Show students a map of the world and locate Iraq

4. Identify geographic features common to maps: cities, rivers, lakes, ports, roads

5. Discuss with students how to locate these items on a map and what symbols are used to show them.

6. Provide students with the outline map and the map of Iraq. 

7. Have them complete the Student Sheet individually, in small groups or as a class.

8. Discuss their results.

TIME ALLOCATION: 20-30 minutes

MATERIALS NEEDED

Outline map: www.enchantedlearning.com/asia/iraq/outlinemap/index.shtml
Map of Iraq, 2004, http://maps.bpl.org/details_10098/
Different color pencils

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

Did students note key geographic areas?

Do students have a beginning understanding of the major cities and transportation venues?

Do students have a beginning understanding of the impact of geography on other developments within Iraq?
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Student Sheet

OVERVIEW

Iraq is an important country to many Americans.  Here is a map to help you learn about the country.

ASSIGNMENT

1. Please locate and place the following on your map:

Cities:
Baghdad

Basrah

Karbala

Mosul

Fallujah


Sammara
Najaf

Kirkuk

Arbil

Rivers: 
Tigris

Euphrates

Persian Gulf

2. Using a different color pen or pencil, draw in the major roadways and railways.

3. Based on the map, do you think it is easy or difficult to travel in Iraq?  Why?

4. Why do you think the major roads are where they are? 

5. Why is getting to the Persian Gulf important to Iraq?

6. Before our time, how much contact do you think people in one part of Iraq had with those in other parts of the country?

7.  Is it easy or hard for one person to control all of the different parts of the country?  How might a single person or group do so?

