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Massachusetts: Population and Electoral Power

Location: Massachusetts

Time Period: 1790-Present
 
   Grades: 3-5

Essential Question: 

What is the connection between a state’s population and its relative power in electing a president?

Objectives:

Students will read a bar graph and identify Massachusetts’ population for the period from 1790 to 2010.
Students will read a bar graph and identify the number of electors Massachusetts has had from 1790 to 2010.
Students will consider the connection between these two data points, both in absolute and relative terms.
Curriculum Standards:

Common Core

Mathematics, Grade 3

Measurement and Data: Represent and Interpret Data

3.MD.3. Solve one- and two-step “how many more” and “how many less” problems using information presented in scaled bar graphs.

Grades 4: English/Language Arts

Reading Informational Text: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RI.4.7. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

National Geography Standards

Standard 1: How to Use Maps and Other Geographic Representations, Tools, and Technologies to Acquire, Process, and Report Information From a Spatial Perspective
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks
Grade 3

History and Geography: Time Periods
Civic and Government


Massachusetts History
Grade 4

History and Geography: Maps Skills; Interpret a Map 

Grade 5

History and Geography


Civics and Government

The Principles and Institutions of American Constitutional Government


5.24 Principles of American Democracy



5.27 Participation of American citizens in government
The Growth of the Republic
[image: image4.png]AMERICA n H Elementary Teacher Sheet n




How America elects a president is a very complex process.  The goal in this lesson is to show the absolute and relative electoral power of a single state over the course of the last 220 years through the use of a single bar graph.  You may take your students as far in this process as their skills and interest levels allow.

Procedure:
1. Introduce the term ELECTORS to your students.  Explain that each state gets at least three electors and the rest is determined by a state’s population.  

2. Have them complete Part I of the Student Sheet and discuss their results.
3. Now explore the notion that each state does not exist by itself and the number of Electors is also based on how many Electors the other states have too.

4. Show them a 2012 Presidential election map, or use the Chart of State Population and Electors. 

5. Ask them what they notice.  Be sure to point out that each of the 50 states plus the District of Columbia gets at least 3 Electoral Votes. Any additional Electoral votes are determined by a state’s population. To become president in 2012, a candidate must receive at least 270 electoral votes. We count the population of the state every 10 years in the Census.  After 1929, the government said the total number of electors would be 535 (the District of Columbia was added by Constitutional amendment in 1961), so even if a state’s population kept growing, it would get no more electors and some states have even had to give up some as other states got really big.  One more thing that is really confusing—it doesn’t matter how much land a state has—only how many people live there.

6. Have them complete Part II of the Student Sheet

Time Allocation:
Part I: 15 to 20 Minutes

Part II: 15 to 20 Minutes

Materials Needed:
Massachusetts Population and Elector Graph, included below

Chart of State Population and Electors, included below, and also located at: 
http://maps.bpl.org/sites/default/files/Massachusetts_Population_and_Electoral_College.jpg
2012 Electoral College Map, http://www.270towin.com/
Assessment Criteria:
Did students read a bar graph and identify Massachusetts’ population for the period from 1790 to 2010?
Did students read a bar graph and identify the number of electors Massachusetts has had from 1790 to 2010?
Did students consider the connection between these two data points, both in absolute and relative terms?
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Enrichment Activities:
1. Have them construct a graph for another state.  This information can be found

State Population Over Time: http://www.thirty-thousand.org/pages/MA.htm
Number of Electoral Votes Over Time http://www.270towin.com/states/
2. Explore Massachusetts’ comparative power in presidential electoral power by look at past elections.  Use information at Electoral College Maps of Presidential 
Elections, http://campaign2012.c-span.org/electoral-college-map
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America chooses a President in a pretty complicated way.  Each State picks ELECTORS first.  Look at the Bar Graph your teacher gives you and answer the following questions:
Part I

1. What do the Blue Lines show?

2. How many people lived in Massachusetts in 

a) 1790

b) 1890

c) 1990

3. What do the Red Lines Show?

4. How many Electors did Massachusetts have in 

a) 1790

b) 1890

c) 1990

5. What has happened to the number of Electors compared to the Population?  Would you have expected the state to get more electors as they got more people?

Part II

Look at the white numbers below the dates on the Bar Graph and answer the following questions:
What information do they give you?

How does it help you answer Question 5 above?

Look at the State Population Chart and find Massachusetts.

1. What percentage of the overall population of the nation is MA in 2010?  
2. What percentage of the Electoral College is MA in 2010?  
3. Does this seem fair to you?

4. Look At California.  What percentage of the Electoral College is it?  Of the nation’s population?  How about Wyoming?  

5. How many states are like Wyoming (a higher percentage of electors than population)?

6. How many states are like California (a higher percentage of population than electors)?

7. Does this system seem fair to you?  How would you fix it if you had the power to do so? 
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STATE POPULATION AND ELECTORAL VOTES CHART, BASED ON 2010 CENSUS
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