 Mapping 19th century South American History

High SCHOOL

Location: South America
Time Period: 1800-1899

Grades: 8-12
Essential Question: How can maps reflect the changing realities of the political entity?
Objectives:

Students will look at several maps of Bolivia from the 19th century

Student will learn about historic events in Bolivia during that time

Students will consider how the maps reflect these changes
Curriculum Standards:

World History II: The Rise of the Nation State to the Present

Industrial Revolution and Social and Political Change in Europe, 1800-1914

WH1II.11 Describe the causes of 19th century European Imperialism

Latin American History in the 19th and early 20th centuries


WHII.16 Major developments in Latin American History to the early 20th 

century
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Teacher Sheet

OVERVIEW

Maps are an excellent way to learn about history.  As primary sources, these visual documents convey bias and perspective as well as concrete information about specific geographic locations.  Changes in representation over time reflect both substantive acquisition of knowledge as well as direct representation of territorial power and influence.  The adage that one picture is worth a thousand words is central to appreciating the value of maps to both contemporaries and students of the past.

PROCEDURE

1. Begin a discussion with your students about how maps reflect what we know about our world.  Ask them how what we know can change, either because we get new information or because a place itself changes.  Maps document both of these developments.

2. Maps also reveal a certain bias, based on information they include and/or omit.

3. Combine these two concepts and introduce that you will be looking at a series of maps that show a changing South American landscape throughout the 19th century.  

4. Briefly review both Bolivia’s struggle for independence in the 1820s and the War of the Pacific in the 1870s

5. Provide them with the maps and the Student Sheet.  They may work individually, in small groups or as a class.

6. Discuss their results

TIME ALLOCATION: 20 to 30 minutes

MATERIALS

1823 Map of United Provinces http://maps.bpl.org/details_10002

1826 Map of European and Independent Possessions in South America 

http://maps.bpl.org/details_10004

1835 Map of Brazil, Bolivia and Peru http://maps.bpl.org/details_10005

1836 Map of Bolivia and Peru, 1836 http://maps.bpl.org/details_10008

1836 Map of South America, http://maps.bpl.org/details_10007
1892 Map of Bolivia, Equador and Peru,  http://maps.bpl.org/details_10012
1892 Map of South America  http://maps.bpl.org/details_10011
1901 Map of Bolivia http://maps.bpl.org/details_10014
For more information on Bolivian Independence InfoPlease: 

http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/world/A0856958.html
For more information on the War of the Pacific, InfoPlease 

http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0837235.html

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

Did students look at several maps of Bolivia from the 19th century?

Did students learn about historic events in Bolivia during that time?

Did students consider how the maps reflect these changes?

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITY

Bolivia’s boundaries also changed in 1903 and 1932.  Have students conduct research to find out what happened and show how these changes were shown in maps.
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Student Sheet

Maps change for a great many reasons.  As cartographers get new information, they alter the physical representation of an area.  Likewise, changes in circumstance also lead to the transformation of the appearance of geographic areas.  Your teacher will present you with seven maps of South America.  Please look at them closely and answer the following questions.

1. Bolivia gained its independence from Spain in the 1820s along with some of the other countries of South America.  Brazil also became free of Portuguese rule in 1822. One of the big challenges facing the new nations on the continent was the creation of stable borders.  Clearly this process was neither simple nor easy.  Use the following maps of Bolivia and South America:

1823 Map of United Provinces http://maps.bpl.org/details_10002

1826 Map of European and Independent Possessions in South America 


http://maps.bpl.org/details_10004

1835 Map of Brazil, Bolivia and Peru http://maps.bpl.org/details_10005

1836 Map of Bolivia and Peru, 1836 http://maps.bpl.org/details_10008

and answer the questions below:

a. Identify as many changes as you can among the maps.  Be sure to note the changes in the country’s borders.  What are the biggest differences?

b. What contradictions can you see?

c. Conduct a little background research.  See if you can find explanations for the variations among the maps.

d. What impact do you think these boundary changes had on the residents of these areas?

2. In 1879, the Bolivian government declared war on Chile, hoping to expand its coastal holdings.  Instead, Bolivia was defeated and lost much of its territory. Use the following maps

1836 Map of Bolivia and Peru, 1836 http://maps.bpl.org/details_10008

1836 Map of South America, http://maps.bpl.org/details_10007
1892 Map of Bolivia, Equador and Peru,  http://maps.bpl.org/details_10012
1892 Map of South America  http://maps.bpl.org/details_10011
1901 Map of Bolivia http://maps.bpl.org/details_10014
and answer the questions below:

a. Identify all the changes among the four maps.  Be sure to note the changes in the country’s borders.  

b. What were the repercussions of the war for Bolivia’s territory?  

c. What impact would this have on Bolivia’s ability to trade with other countries?
