



UNIT ON SATIRE AND ALLEGORY

During this unit students will build on some literary concepts they have encountered earlier and learn some new ones.  Early in the year, we learned what a symbol is in literature.  It is an object or character in a piece of writing which can be read on a literal level but also represents something more abstract and has a deeper, less obvious meaning.  In Of Mice and Men, the rabbits were a symbol of unconditional love. 


We will now extend this idea of symbolism to learn about the use of allegory in literature.  An allegory is a story in which all of the characters are more than they appear to be on a literal level.  Aesop's Fables are an example of the use of allegory.  Students will read George Orwell's Animal Farm and try to discern what each of the animals represents.  The book is also a satire, a literary work that points out the problem or silliness or evil of a society or institution through exaggeration and use of symbolism.  Through subtle yet frequently harsh ways, the author conveys his disdain for a culture or institution.  In the case of Animal Farm , Orwell is criticizing a form of government which claims to treat everyone fairly when in fact it is quite unfair.   He is also  commenting on the ability of power to corrupt people.  These topics relate to another theme, that of hypocrisy.  How does Orwell convey this sense of people saying one thing and doing another?  


To understand satire, students need to learn how to evaluate a culture to appreciate how an author can use literature to criticize some aspect of it.  Before we read Animal Farm ,  students will first read "The Nacerima", to see how an anthropologist assesses a culture.

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR THE NACERIMA
The Nacerima Text can be found at 

http://www.sfu.ca/~palys/Miner-1956-BodyRitualAmongTheNacirema.pdf
1. What are the origins of the Nacerima?

2. What are the qualities of the mythic hero, Notgnihsaw?

3. What rituals occupy the time of the Nacerima?  

4. What is the reason for this rituals?

5. How do they perform these rituals?

6. What functions does the listener perform?

7. What observation about this culture surprises the anthropologist?

8. Are the Nacerima similar to any culture that you know?
STUDY QUESTIONS FOR ANIMAL FARM
CHAPTER ONE  

1. Where is the story set?

2. What is unusual about the animals at the Manor Farm?

3. What clout does Old Major have with the other animals?

4. Do their names 'fit' the animals?

5. What observation does Old Major make about their lives?  Is their fate inevitable?

6. What is unfair about their existence?  Who is their enemy?

7. What is Man's crime?

8. What eventually happens to all animals?

9. What is Old Major's solution to all of their problems?

10. What warning does he issue?

11. What is significant about the song?

CHAPTER TWO

1. How did the animals act upon Old Major's advice?

2. What were the principles of Animalism?

3. What are Mollie's concerns?  What do sugar and ribbons represent.

4. Why was it easy to defeat Mr. Jones?  What set off the rebellion?

5. What was the first thing the animals destroyed?  Why?

6. What were the seven commandments?

7. What happened to the milk?

CHAPTER THREE

1. Why was it 'natural' that the pigs should be the leaders?  Are all animals equal?  Do you agree with the reasons the pigs give for their privileges?

2. What symbols were on their flag?

3. Why did the cat join the re-education committee?

4. What was useful about learning to read?

5. How do Napolean and Snowball differ?

6. What happened to the apples?  

7. Are they still adhering to Old Major's principles?
CHAPTER FOUR

1. What has happened to Mr. Jones?

2. What rumors are circulating about the farm?

3. What happened when Jones tried to recapture the farm?

4. What is Boxer's reaction to his deed?
CHAPTER FIVE

1. What happened to Mollie?

2. What do each Snowball and Napolean contribute?

3. What was the controversy over the windmill?  How was it reduced to a slogan?

4. What were their different opinions on defending the farm?

5. How does Napolean defeat Snowball?  What changes when Snowball leaves?

6. How does Napolean change Snowball's reputation?  What does he invoke as their ultimate concern?

7. How do the pigs control the information the others receive?  What advantages are there to controlling this information?
CHAPTER SIX

1. Why did the animals not resent the hard labor?

2. What was given up in order to build the windmill?

3. Was the farm self-sufficient?

4. What happens to the animals' memories of the causes of the rebellion?

5. How do humans regard Animal Farm?

6. How do the seven commandments change?

7. What happened to the windmill?

8. How was Napolean able to change history?
CHAPTER SEVEN

1. Why was it important to rebuild the windmill?

2. How did they trick Mr. Whymper?

3. What plan does Napolean hatch to procure grain?

4. Why was Snowball a convenient enemy/distraction?

5. What purpose did a 'hidden' enemy or secret agent serve?

6. Is the pigs' confession genuine?

7. What happened to those that confessed?  How did this scene mark a further departure from the goals of the rebellion?  Why does Clover cry?

8. Do the animals think they are better off than they were during Jones' time?  Do you?

9.  Why was the Beasts of England no longer necessary?
CHAPTER EIGHT

1. How has Napolean changed?

2. What role does Squealer play?

3. How do the pigs continue to 'rewrite' history?  How is this linked to their control of           information?

4. What happened to the windmill?

5. Was the battle against Frederick and the others a victory for the animals?

6. Is Napolean really dying?
CHAPTER NINE

1. Why do the animals need to believe that it was worse during Jones' time?

2. Has the commandment that all animals are equal been violated?

3. Were the benefits of freedom worth the cost?

4. What is Boxer waiting for?

5. What finally gets Benjamin to show emotion?

6. What is Boxer's fate?
CHAPTER TEN

1. Was the windmill used as originally planned?

2. How do the pigs and dogs come to resemble humans?

3. What is the significance of Napolean carrying a whip?

4. What further changes were made in the original commandments?

5. What visual confusion was seen in the farmhouse?

WRITING ASSIGNMENT 


Students will have a choice in this unit.  Either can be written in approximately 500-750 words (2-3 pages typed).

OPTION ONE: AN ALLEGORY


Students will write their own allegory, using people/animals/objects and giving them both literal and symbolic meaning.  You might write it as a satire or convey some other message.  The format of a fable is acceptable.

OPTION TWO: YOUR OWN NACERIMA


Students will pick some aspect of American culture and write how it would appear to a creature from another planet.

FINAL DRAFT:  JUNE 6

Animal Farm:  In-class Writing

PART ONE: SHORT ANSWERS

Below are  questions about Animal Farm.  Please respond to all of these questions.  Each response should be three to four sentences.  If you need to write a second paragraph, you may do so.  You will write your responses on a separate piece of paper.  Be sure to label each answer, so I know to which question it is a response.

1. How do the pigs control the information the others receive?  What advantages are there to controlling this information?

2. Are all animals equal?   If you answered no, do you believe that society should try to make things fair?  How could this be best accomplished?

3. What are the similarities between Napolean and Snowball?  Why does one succeed and the other fail?

4. Old Major tells the pigs that their doing all the work and receiving so few of the benefits of their labor is not natural.  What does he mean by this statement?  Do the events of the novel support or disprove this statement?

5. Are the animals better off at the end of the novel than they were at the beginning?  Provide specific examples to support your response.

6. Squealer was an excellent talker.  Some of the animals said he “could turn black into white.”  What does this mean?  Give a concrete example when he convinces the other animals that something that they thought was true was not.  Why do the other animals believe him?

PART TWO:ESSAY

Please respond with a well written essay in response of the following question:


Do the animals on the farm get what they deserve? 

 
To introduce your response be sure to explain what it means to deserve something and state your response to the question.  In the paragraphs of the essay, include the goals of the revolution and the principles of animalism, the methods by which the pigs take control, and finally the responsibility of the other animals for what happens to them.
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