Using Maps to Solve Problems

PLATE 32.

Inside you will find map
activities to do at home
or in the library!
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Using Maps to Solve Problems

Herry the Herring Gull flies over Boston each day.
He has a bird’s eye view of the city and can see the best
ways to get from one place to another.

Since we can’t fly like Herry, we use maps to solve all
different kinds of problems, like how to get from one
place to another, or where to find something.

This booklet contains maps of the Boston area. Using
these maps, you will be able to answer questions and
solve problems—without flying around!

Locate places on a map— page 3

Find a route using a map — pages 4 and 5

Plan how to spend a day at the Zoo using a map — pages 6 and 7
Explore a special place using a map — pages 8 and 9

Find out what is important about a place using a map — pages 10 and 11

Make a map of your neighborhood—page 12
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Many maps use a grid system to help you locate places on them. You can see
how it works on this Map of Herry.

Herry’s right eye is located at B2 on
the Herry map.

= Find B at the top of the map.

= Find 2 on the side of the map.

= Draw a line down from B.

= Draw a line across from 2.

= The two lines meet at B2.

Herry’s tail is located at F5 on the Herry
map. Find F at the top of the map and 5
on the side of the map. Draw a line from
F and a line from 5—the lines meet at F5.

= Where is the tip of Herry’s bill located
on the map?

= What do you find at C7?
= Draw something on the map at E3. Map of Herry

= Herry’s wing is big. It starts at C4.
Where is the tip of the wing?

Locate places on a map
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Find a route using a map
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Guests at the Hotel Rexford were given this map to help
them find their way around Boston.

> If you were a guest at this hotel, you could use this map to get to
- places that you would like to see.

= Find Hotel Rexford on the map. What street is it on?

= You need to get from the Hotel to North Station to catch a train.
Draw a path from the Hotel to the Station. How many blocks is it?
Now find another route to North Station and draw that on the map.

= You would like to see the State House and Boston Common before you go to North
Station. Draw the route you would like to take. How many blocks will you walk? How
long do you think it will take you? How long does it take you to walk a block?

= What is another place you would like to visit?
How would you get there from the hotel? Write down the directions below.

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Here is a route to . Start at the Hotel Rexford . Then....
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Plan how to spend a day at the Zoo using a map
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There are many things to see and do at the Franklin Park Zoo. You can visit the
Children’s Zoo, explore Bird’s World, or see the kangaroos!

Imagine that you have a day to spend here. Use this map of the Zoo to make a
plan to see everything!
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What would you like to see at the Zoo?

— Take a good look at the map to see all of the possibilities. Can you
find where the gorillas are? How about the camels? What animals
do you want to see? Make a list!

— Use the map key to find where to buy tickets, where to get a snack (concessions) and
where to buy a gift.

Now, make a plan for your day at the Zoo.
— Where will you start? Find an entrance and get tickets.
— Trace some routes with your finger to see how you will get around the Zoo.

— Start at the Zebra entrance and make your way across the Zoo to the Giraffe entrance.
Pick a route and trace it on the map. What will you see first? What will you see last?

— Make a plan to see everything at the Zoo! Draw it on the map. Show your plan to a
friend and tell them what they will see if they follow your plan for a day at the Zoo!

You can find out more about the Franklin Park Zoo by visiting this website: www.zoonewengland.org
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The Boston Common and Public Garden are places where people can walk and
gather and see nature right in the city. It is a good place to explore, but it can
be confusing! Use this map to learn the pathways and ponds, entrances and
exits to this special place.

= Find the compass on the map, so you know which way is North. What street is on the
north side of the park? Find the entrance at the northeast corner of the Common.

= Trace a path with your finger from the northeast corner of the Common, through the
park, to the southwest corner of the Common. What street will you end up at? How
many different pathways can you find to get from one end of the Common to the other?

= Find a short route. Now, find a long route that will take you around the Frog Pond and
the Soldiers Monument. Trace them on the map.

= The Common is a good place to walk because there are so many
different paths to take. There are many places where the paths cross
each other. There are many triangles! Make a plan for a triangle
_walk! Can you do a 3-triangle route? How about a 5-triangle route?

= What would be your favorite walk through the Common? Draw it
on the map and share it with a friend. What makes it a special walk?

Find out more about the Boston Common by visiting this website:
www.cityofboston.gov/parks/emerald/Boston_common.asp
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Find out what is important about a place using a map

Major Agricultural Products

Greenhouse Products
Vegetables
Poultry and Eggs

Fish G Fruits, Tree Nuts, and Berries

Nantucket

Courtesy of Keene State University
Source: University of Massachusetts - Center for Agriculture Census Analysis
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Massachusetts is a big place, and many people in the state grow food or raise
animals to sell in the grocery store. The state is divided into counties. Each
county is a little different. You can use this map to find out what is produced in
each county, and where you can go to buy what you need.

=

=

Find the map key. It has pictures to show you all of the different products.

Boston is in Suffolk County. Itis in the eastern part of Massachusetts. Find Suffolk
County on the map. Many products are sold in grocery stores in Suffolk County.

What counties could you go to if you needed vegetables?
What counties could you go to if you needed fish?
What product is found in the most counties? What products are found in only 1 county?

If you needed fish and dairy products on the same day, what part
of the state would you travel to?

If you are driving from Boston, where could you go to find an
apple orchard? Where could you find some fresh milk and cheese?

After looking at this map, where would you like to visit? Put an X
on the spot, and find out more about that county!

&
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People create maps to show people how to get from one place to another.

Draw a map of your MY NEIGHBORHOOD
neighborhood that will
show people how to find
where you live. Putin
streets and label them.
Add houses, and any im-
portant places. Make your
house or apartment spe-
cial in some way.

KEY

Ask for the Map Kit at your library for more Boston mapping activities. H

<
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	Locate places on a map

	Many maps use a grid system to help you locate places on them.  You can see how it works on this Map of Herry.

	Herry’s right eye is located at B2 on 

	the Herry map.  

	Find B at the top of the map.  

	Find 2 on the side of the map.  

	Draw a line down from B. 

	Draw a line across from 2.  

	The two lines meet at B2.  

	Herry’s tail is located at F5 on the Herry map.  Find F at the top of the map and 5 on the side of the map.  Draw a line from F and a line from 5—the lines meet at F5.

	Where is the tip of Herry’s bill located on the map?

	What do you find at C7?

	Draw something on the map at E3.

	Herry’s wing is big.  It starts at C4. Where is the tip of the wing?

	Find a route using a map 
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	You can find out more about the Franklin Park Zoo by visiting this website: www.zoonewengland.org
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	Draw a map of your neighborhood that will show people how to find where you live.   Put in streets and label them.  Add houses, and any important places.  Make your house or apartment special in some way.                             
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