DARFUR LESSON : Current Events: South Sudan

LOCATION: Sudan

TIME PERIOD: Current Events
GRADES: 6-8

ESSENTIAL QUESTION

How is the poverty of South Sudan demonstrated through various social and economic indicators?

OBJECTIVES

Students will view several different maps that show the current situation in Sudan

Students will identify the availability of key economic and social resources in Sudan i

Students will place these resources within the political context that resulted from the creation of the nation of South Sudan in 2011

CURRICULUM STANDARDS
Grade 6: World Geography


Concepts and Skills: 

History and Geography: Reading and Interpreting Maps

Key Elements of Market Economy

Products Traded


Learning Standards: Africa

Darfur Lesson 7: Teacher Sheet




Middle School

Overview


The country of Sudan remains an important current event.  This interactive map from the BBC website highlights key components of the country’s situation and is updated daily.  The recent decision by those in the South to form a separate nation has led to continued hardship while the wealthy and political strength continues in the northern areas as the maps illustrate.  Likewise the oil wealth of the nation, supported by external powers such as China, continues to bolster the political misconduct of the government in Khartoum.

Procedure

1. Introduce/Review the situation in Sudan with your students.  Be sure to include the decision of those in the south to form their own country in the summer of 2011 after years of civil war and strife.  The overview on this BBC website provides a good start.  You may also want to read more.  Another excellent website is Understanding Sudan, http://understandingsudan.org
2. Each of the maps at this site, http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-12115013
provides information about a key resource.  You may show as many or as few of these maps as you like.  After you look at each map, please have the students answer the relevant questions on the Student Sheet.  They may work individually, in small groups, or as a class.  Discuss their results.

3.Pulling It all Together.  

After you have looked at all of the maps, pose the following two questions to the class:

a. How do problems with access to water, sanitation, food and education seem to reinforce one another?

b. Do you believe there is hope for people in this area?

Time Allocation: One class period

Variation on this Assignment:  Divide the class into small groups and have each group study on of the maps in depth and present its content to the rest of the class

Materials 

BBC website on Sudan:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-12115013
Assessment Criteria

Did the students view several different maps that show the current situation in Sudan

Did the students identify the availability of key economic and social resources in Sudan?

Did the students will place these resources within the political context that resulted from the creation of the nation of South Sudan in 2011?

Enrichment Activity

Follow the news about events within South Sudan as they are unfolding. Is the promise of independence being realized?  What problems have arisen?  A good resource for this may be found at http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/south-sudan/index.html?scp=1-spot&sq=south%20sudan&st=cse
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Middle School

The situation in Sudan and South Sudan is quite complicated and complex.  To help you and the rest of your class understand the situation, your teacher will show you a number of maps. They can be found at the following site, BBC website on Sudan:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-12115013
Please answer the questions below as directed by your teacher

 GEOGRAPHY

1. What is the difference in the geography between the North and South?

2. Which area would you expect to have a strong economic base, based on its geography?

3. After you have looked at all of the other maps, which is clearly the best part of the country to live in?

ETHNIC GROUPS

1. How many different groups are in the country?

2. Do you think this diversity is a strength for the nation or a limitation?  Why or why not?

INFANT MORTALITY

1. Which areas of the country have the highest infant mortality? The lowest?

WATER AND SANITATION

1. Which areas of the country have the most limited access to clean water?  

2. Look back at the infant mortality map.  Do these areas have high or low rates of infant mortality?

EDUCATION

1. In what part of the country are children most likely to attend primary school? Least likely?

FOOD INSECURITY

1. Which areas of the country struggle to provide an adequate diet to its people?
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