DARFUR LESSON 8: Current Events: Sudan










HIGH SCHOOL

LOCATION: Sudan

TIME PERIOD: Current Events
GRADES: 8-12

ESSENTIAL QUESTION

How is the poverty of South Sudan demonstrated through various social and economic indicators?

OBJECTIVES

Students will view several different maps that show the current situation in Sudan

Students will explore a key economic or social issue facing the country including education, infant mortality, oil supply, and water supply

Students will place this social or economic issue within the political context that resulted from the creation of the nation of South Sudan in 2011

Students will present their findings to their classmates

CURRICULUM STANDARDS
Curriculum Standards:

World History II: 


Post World War II: Development and Goals of Nationalist Movements in Africa

Contemporary World: Rise and Funding of Islamic Fundamentalism

Darfur Lesson 8: Teacher Sheet




High School

Overview


The country of Sudan remains an important current event.  This interactive map from the BBC website highlights key components of the country’s situation and is updated daily.  The recent decision by those in the South to form a separate nation has led to continued hardship while the wealthy and political strength continues in the northern areas as the maps illustrate.  Likewise the oil wealth of the nation, supported by external powers such as China, continues to bolster the political misconduct of the government in Khartoum.

Procedure

1. Introduce/Review the situation in Sudan with your students.  The overview on this BBC website provides a good start.  

2. Divide the class into six groups and assign each group one of the maps located on this site.

3. Provide with Student Sheet and allow students to plan the work of the project.

4. After they have presented their results, explore the following questions as a means to pull the diverse strands together:

a. How do problems with access to water, sanitation, food and education seem to reinforce one another?

     b. Do you believe there is hope for people in this area?

Time Allocation: One class period to introduce the assignment; three class periods to present results.  Ample time out of class to conduct research.  You might also want to provide class time for group research as well.

Materials 

BBC website on Sudan:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-12115013
Maps in the News Darfur, http://maps.bpl.org/darfur/
CIA World Factbook, Sudan, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/su.html
CIA World Factbook, South Sudan, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/od.html
Understanding Sudan website, http://understandingsudan.org
Assessment Criteria

Did students explore key economic and social issues facing the people of South Sudan?

Did students present the political context of current situation facing the people of South Sudan?

Darfur Lesson 8: Student Sheet




High School

The situation in Sudan and South Sudan is quite complicated and complex.  To help you and the rest of your class understand the situation, each group will study one portion of the situation and then present what they have found to the rest of the class.  Each map on the site, BBC website on Sudan:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-12115013
highlights one of these situations.  Begin with the map your teacher assigns.  Use that to illustrate the situation in both Sudan and South Sudan.  Then conduct some basic research to explain why the numbers are as they are.  Use the following sites as a starting point:

Maps in the News Darfur, http://maps.bpl.org/darfur/
CIA World Factbook, Sudan, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/su.html
CIA World Factbook, South Sudan, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/od.html
Understanding Sudan website, http://understandingsudan.org
Be sure you can answer the following questions on your topic

1. What is the current situation?

2. What had been the policies of the Bashir administration over the last 25 years?

3. What impact did the prolonged Civil War have?

4. What hopes did the people have South Sudan have with independence?

Then figure out a way to present the information that will be clear and interesting to your classmates.
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