DARFUR LESSON 6: DEVELOPING SUDAN’S OIL INDUSTRY










HIGH SCHOOL

LOCATION: Africa

TIME PERIOD: Current Events
GRADES: 8-12

ESSENTIAL QUESTION

How does Sudan’s oil industry affect its position in the world?

OBJECTIVES

Students will learn about the oil industry in Sudan

Students will consider the impact of Sudan’s oil industry on its world standing and 


power.

CURRICULUM STANDARDS

World History II: The Rise of the Nation State to the Present

WHII.15 Major developments African History in the 19th and 20th centuries 

Contemporary World, 1989-Present
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High School
OVERVIEW
Sudan has long been one of the poorest countries in the world.  Oil was discovered in the southern portion of the country in the1970s.  The ability to participate in the global energy economy in the last decade has changed a great deal for some members of the country.  In a true economic sense, there are costs and benefits to developing Sudan’s oil industry.  A wonderful website called Understanding Sudan will allow students to explore the impact of this resource on Darfur and Sudan.

PROCEDURE

1. Explore with the students the value of a natural resource to any country.  

2. Identify the role that oil plays in the world’s economy and the power that oil producing nations have.

3. Provide students with the handouts from the Understanding Sudan website.

4. For background information, go to the website: http://understandingsudan.org
5. Have them complete the Student Sheet independently, in small groups or as a class.

6. Discuss their results.

TIME ALLOCATION

30 to 40 minutes

MATERIALS NEEDED

Please explore the Understanding Sudan website, Teaching Module, The Political Economy of Oil [nb there are many fact sheets here; select from among those you think will be most useful to your students] http://understandingsudan.org/moduleintroV5.asp?mod=5
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

Did student demonstrate an understanding of the oil industry in Sudan?

Did student appreciate far reaching economic and political consequences of the rapidly booming oil industry in Sudan?

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES

1. Have students compare Sudan’s oil industry with that of another country.

2. Have students compare the oil in Sudan with other raw materials produced in Africa..

3. Research the impact that Sudan’s oil wealth has had on the situation in Darfur.
4. China has increasingly supported the government in Sudan.  What effect has this had on Sudan’s oil industry?  Standing in world affairs?

5. What impact has the creation of the nation of south Sudan had on its oil industry?
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High School

Oil was discovered in Sudan in the 1970s.  This wealth has changed the world standing of the very poor nature.  Developing and distributing this resource has influenced both life within the nation and other countries.  National wealth often brings greater power in the world.  Using the handout your teacher gives you, please answer the following questions. 

1. What has happened to oil production in Sudan in the last 10 years? 

2. What is the difference between the amount of oil produced and consumed in Sudan?  What happens to the extra oil?

3. Who has developed the oil industry in Sudan?

4. What conditions have the Western nations, particularly the United States, set for participating in Sudan’s oil economy?

5.  Explain the role that foreign nations play in both the economy and politics of Sudan.

6. Have the people of Sudan been helped by the success of its oil industry?

7. How has the success of the oil industry affected the situation in Darfur?

