EUROPE COMES TO SOUTH AMERICA IN THE 1500S










MIDDLE SCHOOL

Location: South America
Time Period: 1500-1599

Grades: 4-8
Essential Question: What different forces motivated the European exploration of South America in the 1500s?
Objectives:

Students will learn about Spanish exploration of South America in the 1500s

Students will follow the routes of Pizarro and other Spanish explorers

Students will consider the role that maps play in exploring new territories

Curriculum Standards:

Grade 6: World Geography


Concepts and Skills: 

History and Geography: Reading and Interpreting Maps


Learning Standards: South America

World History I: The World from the Fall of Rome through the Enlightenment
WH1.14 Identify the major effects of the European colonial period in South America 
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Teacher Sheet

OVERVIEW

The 1500s was the age of discovery and exploration.  European monarchs and private companies funded journeys around the globe.  Many factors motivated these trips.  The search for gold and silver was very important.  Maps were incredibly important as the Europeans attempted to navigate their way in this process of discovery.  Spanish explorers looked in modern day Mexico, South America and the islands of the Caribbean to find these precious metals.

PROCEDURE

1. Review the Age of Discovery and Exploration with your students.  Identify the major explorers and the places they visited.


2. Discuss the importance of maps to those exploring new areas.

3. Show the students the Exploration Map of South America.

4. Have them complete the Student Sheet independently, in small groups or as a class.

5. Discuss their responses.

TIME ALLOCATION: 15 to 20 minutes

MATERIALS

Map of European Exploration of South America, http://maps.bpl.org/details_10010/
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

Did students learn about Spanish exploration of South America in the 1500s?
Did students follow the routes of Pizarro and other Spanish explorers?
Did students consider the role that maps play in exploring new territories?
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES

1. Have Students prepare a travelogue using this map

2. Have Students use the 1917 Railway Map, http://maps.bpl.org/details_10015
 and compare rail travel to the earlier mode of travel shown in the map used in the lesson.

BOLIVIA LESSON 4 MIDDLE SCHOOL


Student Sheet

Exploring new areas is a fun adventure.  It can also be dangerous if the place is unknown.  When the Spanish began to explore the Western Hemisphere in the 1500s, they frequently were the first Europeans who had ever come in contact with the native population and unfamiliar territory.  Using the maps your teacher gives you, answer the following questions: 

1. Where did the Spanish explorers go in South America?
2. Why do you think they traveled where they did?
3. What might have prevented them from going elsewhere?
4. What dangers or hardships might they have faced?
5. If someone were to make the same trip today, what obstacles might they face?

