Introduction to South America



Middle School
Location: South America
Time Period: Current Events

Grades: 4-8
Essential Question: 

What are the geographic features of this region of the world where important events occur?

Objectives:

Read a contemporary map

Label geographic features and political divisions on an outline map
Familiarize students with countries in South America
Curriculum Standards:

Grade 4: North American Geography

History and Geography: Map and Globe Skills

Grade 5: United States History: Geography, Economics and Government
History and Geography: Map and Globe Skills

   Comparing and Distinguishing Maps
Grade 6: World Geography


Concepts and Skills: 

History and Geography: Reading and Interpreting Maps



Economics


Learning Standards: South America
Bolivia Lesson 2: Middle School




Teacher Sheet

OVERVIEW 
South America is a continent rich in history and natural resources.  The United States has had a long and close connection to its southern neighbors, usually dominating the relationship.  The countries of Latin America have begun to challenge this control, led by the oil rich nation of Venezuela.  This primary activity will help students place Bolivia within the context of South America and identify major political divisions in the area.  They will locate other important geographic features and reflect upon the impact of geography on the history and current situation of this very complicated region.

PROCEDURE

1. Begin a discussion with the students about the role of a neighborhood in an individual or a family’s life.  Have them think about their neighbors at home or at school and ask: When does a neighbor help?  Can they think of a time when a neighbor has made life more difficult for them?

2. Shift the discussion to countries and explore the notion that countries have neighbors too.  Ask when a neighboring country might help or hurt another country.

3.  Look at a world map, http://maps.bpl.org/details_M8721/?dl_pp=2&mtid=394  Have them select any country they have heard about in the news, such as Iraq, Sudan, Israel, China.  Locate the country.  Identify the countries that surround it.  

4. Introduce/Discuss the importance of Bolivia in American, regional and global events 

5. Provide students with an outline map of South America and a map of South America. Give students Student Sheet and have them work independently or in small groups to fill in requested information.

6. After students have completed the sheet, go over responses to questions.  Ask them what they thought were the most important geographic features.  

TIME ALLOCATION: 20-30 minutes

MATERIALS NEEDED

World Map, http://maps.bpl.org/details_M8721/
Outline map of South America at Enchanted Learning: http://www.enchantedlearning.co/geography/samer/outlinemap/index.shtml
Map of South America, http://maps.bpl.org/details_10020
Colored pencils

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

1. Did the student read the contemporary map accurately?

2. Did the students label the geographic features and political divisions on the 


outline map?

3. Did the students begin to consider the wider geographic region of important current events?

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES
1. Compare to the contemporary map to an older map(s) of South America, http://maps.bpl.org/search_advanced/?mtid=1323
What differences do they see?
2.  Use a map that does not have boundaries and have them draw in these political separations.

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/geography/samer/outlinemapnocountries/index.shtml

3. Have students look at maps that provide information about vegetation, topography, and tribal groups in South America   See how this new information affects their answers to 

questions on the Student Sheet.
4. You might want to have more sophisticated students do Bolivia HS Lesson #2: South American Forum
Bolivia Lesson 2: Middle School





Student Sheet

ASSIGNMENT

Here is an outline map of South America

1. Please locate and place the following on your map:

Countries:
Colombia
Equador

Venezuela
Guyana



Suriname
French Guiana

Brazil

Argentina



Chile

Paraguay

Uraguay

Peru

Other Features:
 Amazon River
Andes Mountains


2. Based on location, which countries have the most contact with Bolivia?

3.  Bolivia has no access to the ocean.  What impact might that have on relations with surrounding countries?

4. How does Bolivia’s physical position affect its importance in the region?

You may want to have more sophisticated students do Iraq High School Lesson #2, Middle East Forum
