SEASONAL DIFFERENCES IN AFRICA












Location: Africa

Time Period: Current Events

Grades: 6-8

Essential Question: 


How does climate affect the ability to meet the basic needs of a society?

Objectives:

Compare two maps

Interpret climate conditions from a map

See the impact of climate on agricultural and economic activity

Curriculum Standards:
Grade 6: World Geography


Concepts and Skills: 

History and Geography: Reading and Interpreting Maps



Economics


Learning Standards: Africa 

Darfur Lesson 3: Middle School




Teacher Sheet

OVERVIEW
One of the most basic issues throughout history has been the acquisition of food and shelter.  Geographic conditions affect this goal.  For many parts of the world, climate combines with geographic features and influences how people meet these basic needs.  Students will use two climate maps of Africa to compare seasonal differences and the impact on vegetation and food supply.

PROCEDURE

1. Ask students about different types of climate.  Ask them to distinguish between weather (what is happening outside, today) and general patterns of temperature and precipitation. 

2. Ask them what kind of climate they have where they live.  Be sure to explore the notion of seasonal variation.

3. Explain that different places have different climates.

4. Give students the Seasonal Differences Map of Africa and have them complete the Student Sheet independently, in small groups or as a class.

5. Discuss their results.
TIME ALLOCATION
15-20 minutes
MATERIALS NEEDED
Seasonal Rainfall Map, http://maps.bpl.org/details_M0612012/
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

1. Did the students read the rainfall data from both maps accurately?

2. Were the students able to compare the information from both maps?

3. Did the students understand the impact that different amounts of rainfall might have on economic activity? 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES
1. Have students look at a map of African vegetation 

http://maps.bpl.org/details_M0612011/?mtid=814
and see what connections they can make between rainfall and types of vegetation.

2. Have students compare the climate and economic activity of individual African nations.

3. Have students learn about the impact of drought in recent decades on the economic and political situation in Africa generally and in Darfur specifically.  For advanced students, direct them towards the article on Economy in Maps in the News: Darfur, http://maps.bpl.org/darfur/?mn_act=article&aid=10
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Student Sheet
Your teacher will give you two maps to look at.  One is Africa in January and the other is Africa in July.  Look at both maps closely and please answer the following questions.
1. In which of the two months does more rain fall?
2. Imagine you are a farmer and need water to feed your animals and help your crops grow.  How would your life be different in January and in July?
3. Imagine you herd cattle, and need to move from place to place to find water and grass for your animals.  How would your life be different in January and in July?
4. The Sahara Desert covers much of the northern portion of Africa.  Locate it on both maps.  How is it different on the two maps?  Why do you think this is?
5. Find Darfur on both maps.  How might the people of this area get along differently in January and in July?

